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Non-Final Rejection 
Response to Amendment 

1 . It is hereby acknowledged that the following papers have been received and 
placed on record in the file: Appeal Brief as received on 1-1 1-2006. 

2. Claims 1 -20 have been examined. 
Status of Claims: 

3. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pond et al., patent #5,886,690, hereinafter Pond and Bergstedt, patent #6,750,886. 

4. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pond, 
Bergstedt, and van Zoest et al., patent #6,496,802, hereinafter van Zoest. 

Prosecution Reopened 

5. Prosecution on the merits of this application is reopened on claims 1-20 
considered unpatentable for the reasons indicated below: 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pond et al., patent #5,886,690, hereinafter Pond and Bergstedt, patent #6,750,886. 
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8. With regard to claim 1 , which teaches a file list display apparatus, comprising: an 
input unit for inputting a display command for displaying a sub-list having a 
predetermined number of files selected in an entire list of the files recorded in a 
recording medium, Pond teaches, in column 5, lines 22-40, column 6, lines 3-10, in 
column 7, lines 21-28, and figures 2 and 5, a control unit for inputting commands to 
display a sub-list having a predetermined number of channels (files) with associated 
programs (files), from the set of all channels (files), the sub-list created from 
downloading, to memory storage hardware, a list of available channels (number for 
files) and associated programs (files) from an appropriate source. With regard to claim 
1 , further teaching a display unit for displaying the sub-list, Pond teaches, in column 3, 
lines 50-58 and figure 1, the use of a display unit to show the lists. With regard to claim 
1 , further teaching a controller for creating one or more sub-lists from the entire list, 
each sub-list being different from the other sub-lists, and controlling the display unit to 
successively display each of the sub-lists through the display unit when ever the display 
command is input through the input unit, Pond teaches, in column,5, lines 22-40, a 
creating of the pages from the list of all channels, with all corresponding programs, and 
the ability to navigate through the different pages, each comprising a different set of 
elements. Pond, however, doesn't explicitly state that the channels are files. Bergstedt 
teaches an electronic program guide using paging functions to move one page of items 
at a time through a list (see column 1 , lines 18-49), similar to that of Pond, but further 
teaches an embodiment where the paged content is a list of files (see column 1, lines 
18-36). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
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teachings of Pond and Bergstedt to include files in a paging display. One would have 
been motivated to make such a combination because a means to substitute a sub-list of 
items with a subsequent sub-list of items, instead of replacing one item at a time, would 
be desirable in any list of items that can't be simultaneously displayed. 

9. With regard to claims 2 and 1 1 , which teach the sub-lists being created by 
grouping the files successively listed in the entire list by the predetermined number of 
files, Pond teaches, in column 5, lines 22-52, the grouping of successive channels, and 
associated programs into sub groups displayable as pages, by the predetermined 
number (ten in this case). 

10. With regard to claims 3 and 12, which teach the display command including: a 
forward display command for successively displaying the sub-lists according to a 
forward list order of the files, and a backward display command for successively 
displaying the sub-lists according to a backward list order of the files, Pond teaches, in 
column 5, lines 22-32, the user inputting a command to page by pressing the [PAGE] 
button, then the user can traverse through the sub-lists of channels in either a forward 
or backward manner through the use of the up and down arrow keys. 

1 1 . With regard to claim 4, which teaches the input unit being a manipulation panel 
having a plurality of manipulation buttons for inputting the display command, Pond 
teaches, in column 5, lines 22-32, a plurality of buttons for inputting display commands. 

12. With regard to claim 5, which teaches the display command being input by a 
combination of no more than two of the manipulation buttons^ Pond teaches, in column 
5, lines 22-32, the user inputting a command to page by pressing the [PAGE] button, 
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then the user can traverse through the sub-lists of channels in either a forward or 
backward manner through the use of the up and down arrow keys. 

1 3. With regard to claim 6, which teaches the manipulation buttons including a 
forward skip button, a backward skip button and a mode set-up button, and the forward 
display command is input by a combination of the forward skip button and the mode set- 
up button, and the backward display command is input by a combination of the 
backward skip button and the mode set-up button, Pond teaches, in column 5, lines 22- 
32, the user inputting a command to page by pressing the [PAGE] button, then the user 
can traverse through the sub-lists of channels in either a forward or backward manner 
through the use of the up and down arrow keys. 

14. With regard to claim 7, which teaches the forward skip button being a button for 
inputting an update command for updating one of the files in the sub-list according to 
the forward list order, and the backward skip button being a button for inputting an 
update command for updating one of the files in the sub-list according to the backward 
list order, Pond teaches, in column 5, lines 40-52, that when the up and down arrow 
keys a pressed without the [PAGE] button the channels change sequentially in the order 
they are listed. 

15. With regard to claim 8, which teaches a cursor button for selecting at least one of 
the files in the sub-list, wherein the updating of the files by the forward skip button and 
the backward skip button is performed in regard to the file selected by the cursor button 
by changing the selected file with a from one of the files of sequentially previous sub-list 
or a sequentially subsequent sub-list respectfully, Pond teaches, in column 8, lines 1- 
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16, a [SELECT] button for selecting items from the lists, from which forward and 
backward movements through the channels can be made. 

16. With regard to claim 9, which teaches a detection unit for detecting the entire list 
from the recording medium and a storage unit for string the entire list detected by the 
detection unit, wherein the controller creates the sub-list from the entire list stored in the 
storage unit, Pond teaches, in column 5, lines 22-32 and in column 11, lines 17-24, 
memory units for storing the list of all available channels and a controlling element for 
creating a sub-list of channels. 

1 7. With regard to claim 1 0, which teaches reading an entire list of files recorded in a 
recording medium and creating one or more sub-lists having a predetermined number of 
files selected in the entire list, each sub-list being different from the other sub-lists, 
whenever a display command is input, Pond teaches, in column 5, lines 22-40, column 
6, lines 3-10, in column 7, lines 21-28, and figures 2 and 5, a control unit for inputting 
commands to display a sub-list having a predetermined number of channels (files) each 
with associated programs (files), from the set of all channels (files) and associated 
programs (files), the sub-list created from downloading, to memory storage hardware, a 
list of available channels (number for files), and associated programs, from an 
appropriate source. With regard to claim 10, further teaching successively displaying 
each of the sub-lists created in the creating step whenever the display command is 
input, Pond teaches, in column 5, lines 22-40, a creating of the pages from the list of all 
channels, and associated programs, and the ability to navigate through the different 
pages, each comprising a different set of elements. Pond, however, doesn't explicitly 
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state that the channels are files. Bergstedt teaches an electronic program guide using 
paging functions to move one page of items at a time through a list (see column 1 , lines 
18-49), similar to that of Pond, but further teaches an embodiment where the paged 
content is a list of files (see column 1, lines 18-36). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Pond and Bergstedt to include files in 
a paging display. One would have been motivated to make such a combination 
because a means to substitute a sub-list of items with a subsequent sub-list of items, 
instead of replacing one item at a time, would be desirable in any list of items that can't 
be simultaneously displayed. 

1 8. With regard to claim 1 3, which teaches the sub-lists are created from the stored 
entire list, Pond teaches, in column 5, lines 22-32, creating sub-lists from a stored list of 
all available channels. 

19. With regard to claim 14, which teaches a method of controlling a file list display 
apparatus having a plurality of files of data recorded on a vast-capacity recording 
medium, the method comprising: detecting all the files recorded on the vast-capacity 
recording medium and storing a list of the detected files in a storage unit separate from 
the vast-capacity recording medium, Pond teaches, in column 5, lines 22-40, column 6, 
lines 3-10, in column 7, lines 21-28, and figures 2 and 5, a control unit for inputting 
commands to display a sub-list having a predetermined number of channels (files), with 
associated programs (files), from the set of all channels (files) and all associated 
programs (files), the sub-list created from downloading, to memory storage hardware, a 
list of available channels (number for files), and associated programs, from an 
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appropriate source (remote storage location). With regard to claim 14, further teaching 
creating a sub-list of the list stored in the storage unit and displaying the sub-list, Pond 
teaches, in column 5, lines 22-32, the creation and display of a sub-list pulled from the 
list of all available channels, and all associated programs. With regard to claim 14, 
further teaching detecting an input of a display command or a skip command and 
displaying a net sub-list or a previous sub-list, when the display command is detected, 
Pond teaches, in column 5, lines 22-32, the user inputting a command to page by 
pressing the [PAGE] button, then the user can traverse through the sub-lists of 
channels, with associated programs in either a forward or backward manner through the 
use of the up and down arrow keys. With regard to claim 14, further teaching displaying 
when a skip command is detected a list in a forward or backward sequential on-by-one 
scrolling manner having no more than a predetermined number of files in the list 
displayed at any one time, Pond teaches, in column 5, lines 40-52, that when the up 
and down arrow keys a pressed without the [PAGE] button the channels change 
sequentially in the order they are listed. Pond, however, doesn't explicitly state that the 
channels are files. Bergstedt teaches an electronic program guide using paging 
functions to move one page of items at a time through a list (see column 1 , lines 1 8-49), 
similar to that of Pond, but further teaches an embodiment where the paged content is a 
list of files (see column 1 , lines 18-36). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, having the teachings of Pond and Bergstedt to include files in a paging 
display. One would have been motivated to make such a combination because a 
means to substitute a sub-list of items with a subsequent sub-list of items, instead of 
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replacing one item at a time, would be desirable in any list of items that can't be 
simultaneously displayed. 

20. With regard to claim 15, which teaches the skip command being detected by 
determining whether a rewind button or a fast forward button has been activated, Pond 
teaches, in column 5, lines 40-52, that when the up and down arrow keys a pressed 
without the [PAGE] button the channels change sequentially in the order they are listed. 

21 . With regard to claim 16, which teaches the display command being detected by 
detecting activation of a mode button in combination with activation of a rewind button 
or a fast forward button, Pond teaches, in column 5, lines 22-32, the user inputting a 
command to page by pressing the [PAGE] button, then the user can traverse through 
the sub-lists of channels in either a forward or backward manner through the use of the 
up and down arrow keys. 

22. With regard to claim 17, which teaches the display command being detected by 
detecting activation of either of a rewind button and a fast forward button when a mode 
button is in an on state, and the skip command being detected by detecting activation of 
either of the rewind button and the fast forward button when the mode button is in an off 
state, Pond teaches, in column 5, lines 22-32, the user inputting a command to page by 
pressing the [PAGE] button, then the user can traverse through the sub-lists of channels 
in either a forward or backward manner through the use of the up and down arrow keys 
and further teaches, in column 5, lines 40-52, that when the up and down arrow keys a 
pressed without the [PAGE] button the channels change sequentially in the order they 
are listed. 
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23. With regard to claim 18, which teaches the sub-list comprising a different group 
of the files, each group comprising the predetermined number of files, Pond teaches, in 
column 5, lines 26-32, displaying sub-listings of channels in different groups comprising 
a specified number of channels. 

24. With regard to claim 1 9, which teaches the files being grouped sequentially to 
form the sub-lists, Pond teaches, in column 5, lines 22-32, a grouping of files listed 
sequentially. 

26. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pond, 
Bergstedt, and van Zoest et al., patent #6,496,802, hereinafter van Zoest. 

27. With regard to claim 20, Pond teaches a system for displaying sub-lists of a list of 
files, where the files consist of entertainment data (see column 4, lines 5-8), but doesn't 
teach the files being music files and grouped according to song title, album, artist, and 
genre. Van Zoest teaches a system for providing electronic works to a user in a list form 
where the list can be separated into sub-lists if it comprises more that 250 elements 
(see column 2, lines 20-30, column 8, line 55 through column 9, line 10, and figure 8), 
but further teaches, in column 1 1 , lines 31 -49 and column 8, line 55 through column 9, 
line 10, and figure 8', the data being music data, organized according to track name, 
album, artist, and genre. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, 
having the teachings of Pond, Bergstedt, and van Zoest before him at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system for displaying entertainment data in sub-list 
form of Pond and Bergstedt, to include music data organized by track name, album, 
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artist, and genre. One would have been motivated to make such a combination 
because Pond and Bergstedt's system would provide the same quick maneuverability 
with music as it did with movies, and further Pond stated the use of his system for 
entertainment data. 

Response to Arguments 

28. The arguments filed on 1 -1 1 -2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Reasons set forth below. 

29. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claim have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

30. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis G. Bonshock whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4047. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 6:30 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. 

31 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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32. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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